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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 
Standing and Sessional Orders Suspension 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [3.37 pm]: I genuinely appreciate the cooperation 
of members opposite.  They can understand what the government is intending to do.  The government wants this 
matter completed and is willing to provide time, provided the house agrees, to enable the completion of this 
debate today. 

I will shortly foreshadow that so much of sessional and standing orders be suspended as will allow the debate on 
motion 16 to be completed at this day’s sitting.  I want to find the appropriate words to ensure that the 
government’s loss of time is limited so that the time can be recouped during the next available time set aside for 
motions on notice.  I will also move shortly that on Wednesday, 12 October the time set aside for motions on 
notice under the sessional orders will be allocated to government business.  I will have a copy of the motion 
before the house shortly. 

The PRESIDENT:  I will shortly give the call to the Leader of the Opposition.  Before I do so, I will clarify the 
situation.  I note that the Leader of the House will shortly provide me with a signed copy of the motion.  The 
motion will be essentially in two parts.  As such, the question will be put in two parts, subject to what members 
have to say.  According to my note, the first part of the motion is that so much of sessional and standing orders 
be suspended as will allow the debate on motion 16 to be completed at this day’s sitting.  The second part of the 
motion goes on to say - this will be the second question that will be put - that in allocating the time set aside to 
complete the motion at this day’s sitting, the time to be set aside for motions on notice on 12 October be set aside 
for orders of the day.  I paraphrased that, but I think a better form of words than that in my note will arrive 
shortly.   

Hon Norman Moore:  I am keen to see the exact wording of this motion before we go much further. 

The PRESIDENT:  Would it be of assistance if I left the chair until the ringing of the bells? 

Hon Norman Moore:  I think it would be. 

The PRESIDENT:  In that case, I will do so. 

Sitting suspended from 3.41 to 4.01 pm 
The PRESIDENT:  We have dealt with the preliminaries, and I think the Leader of the House is now in a 
position to move the motion to which he has spoken.  I will then give the call to the Leader of the Opposition. 

HON KIM CHANCE:  Thank you, Mr President.  I do apologise that my first attempt at this motion was 
somewhat garbled.  However, we now have the motion in a form that I believe members will be able to follow 
much more easily.  I move without notice - 

(1) That so much of sessional and standing orders be suspended to enable debate on motion 16 to 
be completed and resolved at this day’s sitting. 

(2) That on Wednesday, 12 October 2005, the time allocated under sessional order 6 to motions on 
notice be reduced by the equivalent time in which the motion at this day’s sitting exceeds two 
hours and that that time be allotted to orders of the day. 

I have spoken to the motion.  However, I want to add a couple of assurances, because I know that the Leader of 
the Opposition will seek clarification of a couple of areas.  What does the motion mean?  It means that we will 
deal with this motion today, and we will deal with it to resolution; that is, to a vote.  We will take as long as it 
takes to get to a point at which we have voted.  That part of the sessional order that requires the house to rise at a 
set time this evening is set aside.  Therefore, in the unlikely event that we go past 10 o’clock, or 10 o’clock 
arrives and we have not reached resolution, we will continue sitting until we have reached resolution.  It is 
unlikely, because I have noted the way in which honourable members are dealing with the motion.  I believe the 
motion is being dealt with responsibly and well.  It will probably require only about an extra hour to deal with 
the motion.  However, I wanted to give that assurance that the house will not be limited in any way time-wise in 
dealing with this motion, and that we will not get to a situation in which the advent of a certain time of the day 
cuts off the opportunity for the motion to be resolved.  If this motion to suspend standing and sessional orders is 
carried, the motion to establish a select committee will be resolved at this day’s sitting.  In the event that the 
debate exceeds its allotted time by more than two hours, the government will be able to recoup only two hours 
on 12 October.  If it takes four hours of our time, we will get only two hours back.  That is a risk I am prepared 
to take because I do not think it is a risk that will arise.  The chance of the house going beyond that time is 
remote.  I appreciate the way in which honourable members are dealing with the motion and I am sure that it will 
be dealt with promptly and well.   
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HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.05 pm]:  The opposition will 
support this motion to suspend standing and sessional orders.  I understand why the government wants to deal 
with the motion to establish a select committee and get it off the notice paper, because it could potentially be a 
bad smell hanging around for another three weeks.  We are very keen to resolve the motion so that the select 
committee, if it is to be formed, can be formed quickly and get about its business because of the very serious 
issues it will deal with.  We are prepared to complete debate on the motion today.  I acknowledge the assurance 
given by the Leader of the House that the matter will be resolved today.  I had a concern about the suspension of 
sessional orders, because the sessional orders provide that after two weeks or four hours of debate on a motion, 
the question must be put.  I would be very concerned if the matter was not put tonight.  My understanding and 
the understanding of the Leader of the House of this matter is that the question will be put at this day’s sitting 
and that the house will make a decision one way or the other on the substantive motion.   

The opposition is quite happy for the government to be provided with extra time to deal with motions, because 
we have an agreement fundamentally under sessional orders that the government has a certain amount of time to 
deal with its business and that certain periods are set aside to deal with the other business of the house.  I do not 
have a problem with that, although I acknowledge that I do not want to be sitting in this place at two o’clock 
tomorrow morning debating the motion.  I hope that other members share my sentiment on that issue, and that 
their speeches will be kept within the constraints that we have imposed upon ourselves for the time at which the 
house will adjourn today.   

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.07 pm]:  The Greens (WA) support the motion to suspend 
standing and sessional orders.  It is a good solution to allow the debate to flow through to a vote at this day’s 
sitting.  We have all agreed that it would be better to resolve the matter today, for whatever reasons we might 
attribute to that.  I certainly appreciate the fact that the Leader of the House has sought in this way to ensure that 
debate on the motion is completed today.  We support the motion.   

Question put and passed with an absolute majority.   
 


